Sumerian Government


· 3000 B.C. - 12 Sumerian City States.  Each had its own government.

· City State: An independent state that is based on a city and the agricultural territories on which it depends.

· First Leaders - Priests --> had political and religious responsibilities.

· As conflicts increased, military leaders were chosen.  They gradually took on the role of King.

· Dynasty - A succession of rulers who are all descended from the same ancestor or who are members of the same family through either descent or marriage.

· Sumerians believed cities were created by deities.  The King acted on their behalf - "Divine Right".

· Kings made and enforced their own laws.  Governments started to grow.

· Government workers were hired. --> Collected taxes, wrote laws, and enforced them.  They became very wealthy and became members of the upper class.

