First Attempts to Control Nature


· first crops: Near East - wheat, barley, rye
· main grain crops: Eastern Asia - millet, rice 
· Central and North America: corn, beans, squash
· South America: numerous varieties of potatoes
· Africa: domesticated plants such as bulrush millet, peanuts, yams

· Irrigation – one of the first steps to control and change nature

· Neolithic times: animals were bred for specific characteristics

· Farmers preferred smaller, gentler animals that would be east to manage
· Earliest domesticated animals – dogs, sheep, goats

· Later – cattle, poultry, pigs

· Provided people with food, clothing

· Transportation – horses, camels, oxen, llamas

The First Farmers

· Near East: new agricultural way of life; population increased ( land could not support all the new people ( took tools, seeds, animals ( spread of farming
· 8500 yrs ago farming spread:

· South – Nile Valley

· West – eastern Mediterranean countries of Europe

· East – Iran

· 7000 years ago

· Mexico – crops of corn

· China – millet (cereal grain)
