Egyptian Religion


Egyptians had hundreds of deities.  Some were worshipped locally, while others were worshipped throughout Egypt.

There are 4 very important gods/deities.  They are:

1. Ra – the sun god

· sailed across the sky in a papyrus boat

2. Osiris – god of the underworld

· had been killed by his older brother Seth

3. Isis – Osiris’s wife – protector of children

4. Anubis – god of the dead and guardian of the tombs

· he was represented in pictures as a Jackal

· When people died their souls were judged by Anubis.

· Lost your chance for eternal happiness if you led a bad life.

· Priests were very powerful.  They controlled vast estates.

· Priests were also doctors, scientists, engineers, scribes, etc.

Egyptian Writing


· First appeared in 3300 B.C.

· Called hieroglyphics; the symbols are referred to as hieroglyphs

· Estimated to be 6000 hieroglyphs; gradually it was simplified to about half

· Were last used in the fourth century A.D. by some Egyptian priests

· The Rosetta Stone was a black stone that was found in 1799 by soldiers near the city of Rosetta on the Nile Delta.  It had three different types of language on it (Greek, Egyptian).   

· Jean Champollin discovered that the characters stood for sounds; this was the key to figuring out the mystery language (between 1800 and 1814).

