Ancient Greece – Intro Notes


Introduction

· Greece is a peninsula in south-eastern Europe

· The civilization of Greece existed more than 2500 years ago

· Historians have learned about ancient Greece from:


      - written sources – letters, plays, poems, laws, government records


      - art and architecture – vases, paintings (battles, sports, schools, legends)


      - archaeology

· Much of this history has been lost or destroyed

· The people of ancient Greece attempted to explain the world through the laws of nature.



- scientific discoveries



- development of democracy



- valued beauty, imagination, wisdom   




(philosophy – Socrates, Plato, Aristotle)



- theatre
· The ancient Greeks developed many things that we take for granted today:



- Olympic Games


- the marathon



- classical architecture

- tragedy and comedy



- democracy



- poetry and music



- study of history, philosophy, and medicine

· Greece is often referred to as the Cradle of Western Civilization

Way of Life

· Similarities – find food, shelter, raise children

· Differences – view of slavery, religious views, attitude towards women
· Religion, storytelling, legends, and myths were important in Greek life
· Literature, music, and drama were a way to explain the past, present, and meaning of life
· The Greeks believed in many gods (Zeus, Hera, Athena, Aphrodite)
Geography

· Look at the map of ancient Greece on page 69.

· What geographic aspects are important?
1) What were the advantages and disadvantages of the land and water forms?

2) How did Greeks travel?
3) Where do you think they worked?
4) Why do you think the Greeks became a seafaring people?
5) What effect might this have had on trade and the relationships between the Greeks and other peoples?
6) How did geography contribute to Greece’s development as a group of individual city states? (mountains, bays divided into small, isolated regions)
